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NEWS. 

During the recent meeting of the British Association at Cambridge, the 
university conferred its doctorate of science on Professor Adolf Engler and 
Sir W. T. Thiselton-Dyer. 

Professor Julius Wiesner and Dr. Leopold Portheim, of Vienna, 
recently visited the University of Chicago on their way to the Yellowstone National 
Park; the former to study the light relations of plants, the latter the algae of the 
hot waters. 

The daily papers announce the death of Dr. Rudolph A. Philippi, the 
eminent German botanist, who has for more than half a century devoted his 
energies to the development of scientific work in Chile, especially in connection 
with the museum at Santiago. 

M. A. Chrysler, of the University of Toronto, and later Fellow in the 
University of Chicago, has been appointed senior assistant in the Department of 
Botany of Harvard University. For the past summer he has been conducting 
ecological field-work for the Maryland Biological Survey. 

The preliminary program of the eighth international geographic congress, 
which convened in Washington, September 7-10, contained an announcement 
of a section for biogeography. In addition to papers by American plant geogra- 
phers, announcement was made of papers by Professor Flahault, of Montpellier, 
Dr. Drude, of Dresden, and M. Christen, of Bern. 

At the summer convocation (September 2) of the University of Chicago 
the degree of Ph.D. was conferred upon three candidates in botany. The names 
of the recipients and the subjects of the theses are as follows: W. J. G. Land, 
"A morphological study of Thuja;" W. B. McCallum, "Regeneration and 
polarity in plants;" R. B. Wylie, "The morphology of Elodea canadensis." 

The installation of Lanston monotype machines in the University Press 
has enabled the publishers to make notable improvements in the typography of 
the current volume of the Botanical Gazette, to which we direct the attention 
of our subscribers. It will also be noticed that as the cost of composition has 
been thus reduced, the prices quoted for separates are 20 per cent, lower than 
formerly. 

Professor N. L. Britton and Dr. J. N. Rose, having completed their 
monograph of the North American Crassulaceae, have undertaken a study of the 
Cactaceae. Dr. Rose will spend considerable time in field work, especially in 
central and southern Mexico, where the Cacti are in inextricable confusion. 
There will be brought together first in New York and Washington large collec- 
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tions of living plants from which the descriptions will be drawn. Living material 
is desired from all parts of the southwest, and the National Museum will gladly 
furnish means for sending material to Washington. 

During his visit to the United States, Professor Hugo DeVkies has delivered 
courses of lectures at the University of California and at the University of Chicago. 
These lectures are to be published at once, and will bring to American readers a 
compact and clear exposition of the mutation theory and the experiments upon 
which it is based. At the University of Chicago, on September 2, Professor 
DeVries delivered the convocation address, his subject being "Evidence of 
evolution," and also received the honorary degree of LL.D. He is also to take 
part in the International Congress of Arts and Sciences at St. Louis, September 
19-25. 

The private herbarium of Dr. John K. Small consisting of 21,900 sheets, 
fully representing his collections in the southern United States, has lately been 
acquired by the Field Columbian Museum. The herbarium also contains several 
good series by other collectors, notably Robert Brown's Australian plants; 
Garber's Florida plants; Heller's Virginia, North Carolina, and Pennsylvania 
plants; Kearney's Kentucky and Tennessee plants; Lewton, Berg, and 
Reynold's Florida plants; Orcutt's Lower California plants; Porter's Penn- 
sylvania plants; Small and Heller's Pennsylvania, Tennessee, North Carolina, 
and Virginia plants; and Wilkinson's Mexican plants. 



